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Introduction from Chair of Trustees 
 

Welcome to the Rafiki Thabo Foundation Annual Report.  This document has 

been put together by our dedicated Director, Janet Hayes, and on behalf of 

the trustees, scholars and supporters, I would like to take this opportunity 

to extend to her our great thanks for everything she does – largely behind 

the scenes – to keep Rafiki Thabo functioning efficiently and therein able to 

impact more and more lives in Africa.   

The measure of this impact can in part be assessed numerically - number of 

Scholars assisted, value of funds raised, amount of funds distributed. On this 

basis alone the figures demonstrate clearly that in 2016 Rafiki Thabo has continued to go from 

strength to strength. However the truest assessment of achievement and performance perhaps lies in 

the testimony of the Scholars who have been assisted and their communities. These testimonies are 

actively collected throughout the year, through our annual impact survey, social media and Trustee 

visits to our programmes. Recently we heard from Caroline Chepkorir in Kenya:  

"Thanks to Rafiki Thabo Trustees. You have made me to be the kind of woman I am today. What you 

have done to me nobody can take it away. I now have the courage and I'm ready to champion for the 

rights of girls and women in my country. Thanks a lot." 

All Rafiki Scholars are given the chance to change their future. It is on behalf of each of them that we, 

the Trustees, extend our sincere thanks to all of our donors and volunteers for their support. 

Overall 160 Scholars were supported in 2016. The committees in each of the three countries continue 

to provide invaluable support to the Trustees by managing applications for financial support from 

students, making recommendations to the Trustees as to who should be accepted as a Rafiki Scholar 

and then monitoring performance. The Trustees are indebted to them for their hard work, carried out 

on a voluntary basis. 

 

I hope you enjoy reading through this report and thank you for your part in this story. 

  

 

 

  

 

 

Jon Uglow, Chair of Trustees 
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2016 — our impact in numbers 

Students supported—of which 

at least 48 were orphans 

  

 

160 
13 

  

Students 

graduated—of 

which 6 were 

women  

12,600 
Meals provided to students 

at a school in Uganda 

  

 

250  
Girls provided with a safe place to stay & 

study  

  

 

In 2016, Herbert graduated from Kabale Institute of 

Health Sciences with a Certificate in Comprehensive 

Nursing.  

‘I am so proud to be the first person in my 

extended family to have studied beyond 

secondary school. Now I have finished studying I 

am hoping to become a doctor so I can help other 

people.’ 
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Our programmes 

Rafiki Scholars Bursary Programme 

Our core programme is the Rafiki Scholars Bursary Programme. Working in partnership with our 

committees, we provide grants to promising students from disadvantaged backgrounds to enable 

them to continue their education at secondary, polytechnic and university levels where otherwise 

they would be unable to afford the fees. This is not child sponsorship – all students supported by Rafiki 

Thabo have already qualified for their further education by their own merits. We simply provide 

financial assistance to enable them to access the education they are qualified to have.  

The number of scholars we have supported has grown each year as shown in the chart below: 

 

 

By the end of December 2016, we had supported a total of 226 

Rafiki Scholars to continue with their education. 85 of those have 

now graduated and 73% of those who have completed our impact 

survey have secured paid employment in decent jobs, including 

Teachers, Accountants, office jobs in HR, Sales and Advertising. 

Some have started their own businesses.    
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Daudi is working as a Sales 

Executive for an Advertising Firm in 

Nairobi. 

 
 

We are actively encouraging the development of Rafiki Alumni 

Networks – groups of Rafiki Scholars who want to ‘give something 

back’ to their communities as a result of being supported by Rafiki 

Thabo Foundation. In 2016, we continued to engage directly with 

our alumni scholars via Facebook and our alumni in Kenya and 

Uganda formed a WhatsApp group to share ideas. 
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In 2016, we have supported a total of 160 students to complete their secondary 

and/or higher education.  

 

 

Of those scholars: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By providing these 160 scholars with the means to get an education, we are giving them a 

better chance of finding paid work or starting their own business and thus enabling them to 

break the cycle of poverty in which they, and their families, are trapped.   
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Meet some of the scholars we supported in 2016 …… 

Dora graduated with a BA in Community 

Development from St. Paul’s University, 

Kenya. 

‘My parents both died 

and there was no one 

else to pay my tuition 

fees. In 2014, my dream 

came true: Rafiki Thabo 

agreed to support me. 

Now I am sure that I’ll  

finally achieve my  

dream of becoming a  

capacity builder and change many people’s 

lives in my community. Thank you, Rafiki 

Thabo Foundation: may you continue to 

change the lives of people like me.’  

Mercy graduated with a Bachelors in 

Business Administration from Kabale 

University, Uganda. 

‘Before I came across 

Rafiki Thabo I was  

miserable because I  

loved studying but  

my parents are poor  

and often couldn’t  

afford to pay my 

school fees…. Rafiki 

Thabo agreed to pay 

my school fees and 

became a parent to 

me. Now I’ve graduated  

I would like to become an Accountant.’  

  

 

George is studying towards a Bachelors in Education at Kenyatta 

University. He was sponsored through our link school in Kenya and now 

works there as a part-time teacher. He also supports our Kenya committee.  

‘My father left us when I was 2. My mother made ends meet so we could go 

to school but sadly died while I was in primary school. Kazi Mingi Foundation  

kindly sponsored me through secondary school. I got a place at university and tried to work and 

fundraise to pay my fees but couldn’t manage it. Rafiki Thabo’s support  

enabled me to resume my studies in 2014 and am doing well. I want to  

sincerely thank the Foundation for restoring hope and future in my life.  

Without your support, I could not have proceeded with my academic ambitions.’ 

 

’ 

  

 

Agatha is studying at Kabale Secondary 

school, Uganda.  

 

 

‘ 

 

Makalo is studying at St. Agnes High School, 

Lesotho.   

 
‘Our life was going to be very difficult 

without being educated because nowadays 

people only get jobs if they are educated.’  

 

 

 

Photo © Adam Dickens 

Photo © Adam Dickens 
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‘Eat Well to Learn’  

 ‘A meal at school acts as a magnet to get children into the classroom. Continuing to provide a daily 

meal to children as they grow helps keep them in school… They allow children to focus on their studies 

rather than their stomachs and boost their education by increasing school enrolment and attendance, 

decreasing drop-out rates, and improving cognitive abilities.’ (World Food Programme, 2015) 

We are also enhancing students’ ability to concentrate 

on studies, and getting them and keeping them in 

school, through the ‘Eat Well to Learn’ programme we 

support at Kamuganguzi Janan Luwum Memorial 

Secondary School in Uganda. We provide meals to 70 of 

the school’s most vulnerable students who would 

otherwise go hungry and as a result would be less able 

to concentrate during their lessons and learn 

effectively. The programme has also brought students 

back into school who had dropped out, has helped to 

keep students in school who may otherwise have 

dropped out and has helped to attract new students to the school. The Headmaster of the school told 

us: 

“I want to assure you that life has come again for these students. You cannot believe that even those 

who are HIV/AIDS victims can now laugh and play with others. You may not know the impact you 

have made in my school. You have wiped away my tears for these students also. When I heard the 

news about lunch fees, I walked house to house calling those who had left school because of hunger 

to come back and I am happy that they can now smile.” 

Some of the students we are feeding through the programme are HIV positive and are being provided 

with more nutritious meals than the other students. This in turn is helping them to stay well and 

active. In 2016, we provided 12,600 meals to the school.  

We are also working with the school management to find ways to 

make ‘Eat Well to Learn’ more sustainable. To this end, we were 

delighted to receive funding from St. James’ Place Foundation in 

2016 to establish a piggery at the school. This means that meat 

can now be included in the school meals, making them more 

nutritious, and any excess meat can also be sold to local people, 

providing an income for the school which could enable them to 

lower the cost of meals for everyone, provide free meals to more 

disadvantaged students at the school, and keep school fees low. 

As you can see from the photo, the pigs are now well and truly 

settled in their new home and we are hoping for piglets soon! 

 

 

 

 

© Jane Baker 
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School infrastructure development 

Rafiki Thabo also supports the infrastructural development of a link secondary school in each of our 

focus communities. We work with the school management of our link schools to identify key 

development needs and then fundraise to meet those needs. We strive to provide a better learning 

environment for the children at those schools. Our link secondary schools are: 

 ACK St. Bartholomew’s School in Kenya 

 Ha Fusi Secondary School in Lesotho 

 Kamuganguzi Janan Lewan Memorial Secondary School in Uganda 

Our links with ACK St. Bartholomew’s School began in 2012 when Kenya committee Programme 

Manager, Bishop Liverson Mng’onda, was the school’s Headmaster. These links have been further 

strengthened through our merger with the Kazi Mingi Foundation (KMF), a charity that fundraised 

tirelessly for the construction of the school and has supported its ongoing development. The school 

provides much needed secondary education to around 150 boys, many of whom are from 

disadvantaged backgrounds, in the Voi area. 

In January 2016, a team from Nicholsons (pictured), 

one of our generous corporate supporters, travelled 

to Kenya to work with the staff and students for a 

week to construct a tree nursery at the school. The 

tree nursery will grow indigenous trees from seeds 

collected from surrounding trees by the students at St 

Bartholomew’s, becoming part of the curriculum that 

teaches about preserving and enhancing the shared 

environment. It should also provide a small income 

stream for the school - each tree seedling sells for 

around 20 Kenyan Shillings (14p).   

We were saddened to hear in November 2016 that one of the 

dormitories at the school had caught fire. This was a devastating loss 

to a school which was already struggling financially and to the boys 

whose possessions were destroyed in the fire. We were able to step 

in and pay for the replacement of some of the items lost in the fire, 

including uniform, books and mattresses, enabling the most 

disadvantaged boys at the school to continue studying (photo shows 

committee member George giving replacement items to one of the 

boys). 

In 2016 we were also pleased to receive a donation from a private Charitable Trust, which we are using 

in Kenya to support 7 pupils at St Barnabas pre-school and refurbish a special needs classroom at 

Shigaro Primary School. These projects are being implemented in 2017 so more details will be included 

in our 2017 Annual Report. 

Our links with Ha Fusi Secondary School began in 2002 via trustee Andy Uglow. The community of Ha 

Fusi had already drawn up the plans for a much needed secondary school to enable pupils in this 

remote area to continue on from primary education. The community had bought the school site and 

fenced the compound but then funds ran short. We have contributed financially to the development 

of the school, including constructing toilet and kitchen facilities, paying teachers’ salaries until the 
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government was able to do so, and facilitating and contributing to bringing an electricity supply to the 

school, through the generous support of the Southern Africa Church Development Trust (SACDT). Ha 

Fusi secondary school is now fully functional and self-sustaining. 2016 saw the biggest ever student 

roll with 178 pupils taught in five classes.  

We have been working closely with Kamuganguzi Janan Luwum Memorial Secondary School in 

Uganda since 2011 and have been delighted to support ‘Eat Well to Learn’, the school meals 

programme at the school (see page 7). The Headmaster of the school, Rev Benon Byruhanga, is also 

our Uganda committee chairman. In 2015, the committee asked us to consider funding the renovation 

of the girls' dormitory at the school following a traumatic incident involving two girls who have long 

journeys to and from school. We were delighted to secure funding from the One World Group Oxted 

to renovate the dormitory. The renovations, which included a new roof, doors and windows, were 

completed in April 2016 – the photos show the dormitory before and after the renovations. The 

renovated dormitory enables 250 girls to stay overnight at the school. They now have a safe place to 

stay and have time to complete their homework and therefore do better in their studies. Most of the 

girls are from homes without electricity: the fact that the renovated dormitory has electricity means 

that they can study well. They are also less likely to drop out of school, providing them with a brighter 

future.    

Before       After 
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Key activities at Rafiki HQ in 2016 
2016 started with a bang with our Burns Night Supper in January. We were 

delighted to raise over £10,000 and were extremely grateful to Liz 

Nicholson and a team of her friends who organised the evening on our 

behalf. We were also indebted to all those who donated holidays in their 

holiday homes for us to auction off during the evening. The Nicholsons 

team left for Kenya the very next day (see page 8 for details of their trip).    

We continued to develop the ‘Rafiki Sandwich’ project, in collaboration 

with Experience Chipping Norton. The project asks cafes & restaurants to 

raise funds for our 'Eat Well to Learn' school meals programme in Uganda - it costs just 35p to buy 1 

school meal. We would like to thank all the cafes, restaurants and food-related businesses in Chipping 

Norton who are supported the project in 2016 - Delicacy Deli, The Old Mill cafe, Express Kebab Pizza, 

Tickitty Shake & Womersley Foods.  

We were delighted to further develop our schools programme in 2016. We worked with Hanborough 

Manor Primary School throughout the 2015/ 2016 academic year, delivering a series of African-

themed workshops. Not only did the school raise more than £1,500 for us, it also enabled it to move 

towards gaining its International Schools Mark. Winchester House School also raised funds for us 

through their school ball. Our work with schools enables us to educate the next generation about the 

amazing continent of Africa, and we are of course very grateful when schools choose to support us by 

fundraising for us.  

In addition to the Burns Night supper, the following fundraising events took place in 2016: 

 Clothes swaps and pampering evening in Churchill, Oxfordshire 

 Running the Children’s activities at Churchill Vintage Car Festival, Oxfordshire 

 Fashion Show, West Bridgeford, Nottinghamshire 

 Piano concert, Cokethorpe School, Oxfordshire 

 Pre-December Pamper Afternoon, Chipping Norton. 

A Rafiki Thabo supporter also lets people stay in her holiday home in Wales in return for a donation 

to us. In 2016, we raised £3,350 from these donations alone and we are very grateful to that supporter 

for doing this for us.  

Several supporters also undertook sponsored events for us, including the Prudential Ride London 100 

mile bike ride, the Cheltenham Half Marathon, a skydive, and a series of obstacle course races.  

In 2016, professional photographer and film maker Adam Dickens of 

‘Taking Pictures, Changing Lives’ accompanied trustees to Kenya and 

Uganda to take photos and videos of our scholars and wider work.  We 

are already using Adam’s photos to promote our work (including the one 

here) and a short film about our work is in development. This will make 

a huge difference to our ability to communicate our work and raise 

funds.  We also continued to send out quarterly e-newsletters to our 

supporters and significantly grew our social media presence.  
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We are extremely grateful to the following for their support in 2016: 

Companies 
Althorp House 
Delicacy Deli, Chipping Norton 
Express Kebab Pizza, Chipping Norton 
Nicola Menage Hypnotherapy 
Nicholsons, North Aston  

Perton Signs, London 
Sainsbury’s, Chipping Norton 
The Old Mill Coffee House, Chipping Norton 
Tickitty Shake, Chipping Norton 
Womersley Foods, Chipping Norton 

 

Schools 
Hanborough Manor Primary School 
Winchester House School 
 

 

Churches 
All Saints Church, Churchill 

St. Andrew’s Church, Kingham 

St. Luke’s Church, Watford 

St. Giles’ Church, West Bridgford 

Fundraisers 
Tom Christensen 

Liz Doyle 

Sam Gibson 

Bill Graham 

Owen Haydn 

Heather Knight 

Mike Lee 

Ben Newton 

Alex Raha 

Damien Randall 

Jennifer Shepherd 

Jon Squires 

Rachel Tustian 

Andy Uglow 

Jon Uglow 

Lore Uglow 

Caroline Vane 

Stuart Wilkins 

Nicola Winson 

 

Other organisations 
Churchill Events Committee 

Dunmore Trust 

Experience Chipping Norton  

Kingham Sculptures 

One World Group, Oxted 

Otmoor Garden Society 

The Rotary Club of Kingham & the Wychwoods 

Mansfield Inner Wheel Club 

Steeple Aston Allotments Association 

St. James’ Place Foundation 

Taking Pictures, Changing Lives 

 

 

We would also like to thank all those individuals – too many to list here - who 

made regular donations, one-off donations, donated gifts in kind, 

volunteered for us, or supported our fundraisers in 2016.  
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Financial review        

During the year the Charity received donations of £49,100. Of these donations, £11,300 was given by 

way of regular monthly standing order. Investment income of £38,800 was received and fund raising 

activities raised £21,600 so that the total income amounted to £109,500. The Trustees made payments 

to support students and schools of £76,000: £35,100 in Kenya, £2,200 in Lesotho and £38,700 in 

Uganda. Costs of fund raising events were £6,900. 

Investments for the Designated Funds are held in charity funds managed by CCLA Management 

Limited. During the year the Charity has held amounts in Property and Equity Income funds and has 

achieved an average dividend yield of 4.9%. At 31 December 2016 the Charity held a General Reserve 

of £43,400. The policy of the Trustees is to hold a reserve of not less than £20,000 to allow for 

exchange rate fluctuations when making foreign payments, modest changes in donation levels and 

unexpected needs for student support during the year. The Trustees will keep the level of reserve 

under regular review given the increase in the scale of activities. 

 

  

Investment 
Income

35%
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Events
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RAFIKI THABO FOUNDATION 

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES 
for the year ended 31 December 2016 

        

   Unrestricted Designated Restricted    

   Funds Funds Funds    Total funds 

      2016 2015 

  Notes £ £ £ £ £ 

Income from:       

        

 Donations and legacies 5(a) 44,953 0 4,135 49,088 62,714 

        

 Investments 5(b) 0 38,841 0 38,841 38,852 

        

 Other trading activities 5(c) 21,618 0 0 21,618 5,479 

        

Total income 66,571 38,841 4,135 109,547 107,045 

        
Expenditure on:       

 Charitable activities       

 Support to students 6(a) 61,259 0 11,451 72,710 64,930 

        

 Support to schools 6(b) 3,340 0 0 3,340 1,032 

        

 Other  6(c) 15,053 0 0 15,053 19,945 

        

 Raising funds 6(d) 6,894 0 0 6,894 100 

        

Total expenditure 86,546 0 11,451 97,997 86,007 

        
Net gains/(losses) on investments 0 29,263 0 29,263 27,740 

        

Net income/(expenditure) (19,975) 68,104 (7,316) 40,813 48,778 

 
  

     

Transfers between funds 35,897 (35,897) 0 0 0 

        

Net movement in funds  15,922 32,207 (7,316) 40,813 48,778 

             

Reconciliation of funds:       
Total funds brought forward 27,444 765,471 21,514 814,429 765,651 

        

Total funds carried forward 43,366 797,678 14,198 855,242 814,429 
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RAFIKI THABO FOUNDATION 

BALANCE SHEET 
at 31 December 2016 

        

   Unrestricted Designated Restricted    

   Funds Funds Funds     Total funds 

      2016 2015 

  Notes £ £ £ £ £ 

        
Fixed assets       

Investments 7(a) 0 797,678 0 797,678 768,415 

        

   
0 797,678 0 797,678 768,415 

        
Current assets       

Debtors 8 35,905 8,720 2,723 47,348 20,711 

        
Cash at Bank  8,593 0 11,475 20,068 42,918 

        

   
44,498 8,720 14,198 67,416 63,629 

        
Liabilities        

 Creditors: Amounts         
falling due within       

 one year 9 (1,132) (8,720) 0 (9,852) (17,615) 

        

Net current assets  
43,366 0 14,198 57,564 46,014 

        

        

Total net assets 
 

43,366 797,678 14,198 855,242 814,429 

        
The funds of the charity 11      

Unrestricted  43,366 0 0 43,366 27,444 

        
Designated  0 797,678 0 797,678 765,471 

        

 Restricted  0 0 14,198 14,198 21,514 

        

Total charity funds 
 

43,366 797,678 14,198 855,242 814,429 

        
 

Our full set of accounts is available on the charity commission website at: 

http://apps.charitycommission.gov.uk/Showcharity/RegisterOfCharities/CharityWithoutPartB.aspx?

RegisteredCharityNumber=1118430&SubsidiaryNumber=0 

 

http://apps.charitycommission.gov.uk/Showcharity/RegisterOfCharities/CharityWithoutPartB.aspx?RegisteredCharityNumber=1118430&SubsidiaryNumber=0
http://apps.charitycommission.gov.uk/Showcharity/RegisterOfCharities/CharityWithoutPartB.aspx?RegisteredCharityNumber=1118430&SubsidiaryNumber=0
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Background to the charity 
The Charity is constituted as an unincorporated association by way of a Trust Deed dated 24 February 

2007. New Trustees are appointed by a resolution of the existing Trustees in accordance with the Trust 

Deed. Major strategic decisions are taken by the Trustees but day to day management of the Charity 

is delegated to an Executive Committee, assisted by a self-employed Director, who is not a Trustee. 

The Trustees have complied with their duty to have regard to the guidance on public benefit published 

by the Charity Commissioners in exercising their powers or duties. The Trustees that served during the 

year are listed on page 1.  

Public benefit statement        

The Trustees have complied with their duty to have regard to the guidance on public benefit published 

by the Charity Commissioners in exercising their powers or duties.    

Statement of Trustees' Responsibilities   

The Trustees are responsible for preparing the Trustees' Report and the accounts in accordance with 

applicable law and United Kingdom Accounting Standards (United Kingdom Generally Accepted 

Accounting Practice).        

The law applicable to charities in England and Wales requires the Trustees to prepare accounts for 

each financial year which give a true and fair view of the state of affairs of the charity and of the 

incoming resources and application of resources of the charity for that year.    

In preparing the accounts the Trustees are required to:       

-select suitable accounting policies and then apply them consistently;     

-observe the methods and principles in the charities' SORP;      

-make judgements and estimates that are reasonable and prudent;     

-state whether applicable accounting standards have been followed, subject to any material 

departures  disclosed and explained in the accounts; and      

-prepare the accounts on the going concern basis unless it is inappropriate to presume that the charity 

will continue in operation.          

The Trustees are responsible for keeping sufficient accounting records that disclose with reasonable 

accuracy at any time the financial position of Rafiki Thabo and enable them to ensure that the accounts 

comply with the Charities Act 2011, the Charities (Accounts and Reports) Regulations 2008 and the 

provisions of the Trust Deed. They are also responsible for safeguarding the assets of Rafiki Thabo and 

hence for taking reasonable steps for the prevention and detection of fraud and other irregularities.

         

Aims and objectives         

The objects of the Charity are 1) to advance the education of the public, 2) to alleviate poverty and 

hardship, 3) to advance education, relieve poverty and to preserve and protect good health in Africa. 

The main strategic objective of the Charity is to provide financial assistance to students in secondary 

or higher education in Africa, currently in Kenya, Lesotho and Uganda. The students who are 
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supported would otherwise be unable to receive this level of education due to the financial hardship 

of their families, often caused by illness or bereavement. 

Our work 

Our mission is to support individuals and their communities in Africa through education. 

Our vision is that young people will be empowered through education to fulfil their potential and 

initiate positive change in their communities. 

The Rafiki Thabo Foundation is a UK-based charity which supports a variety of education projects in 

Kenya, Uganda and Lesotho. Our purpose is to improve the quality of life and increase the life 

opportunities for members of our link communities. These communities are:  

In Uganda: 

Kabale district in the 

south west, near the 

Rwandan border;  

In Kenya:  

Taita-Taveta county, 

which lies 

approximately 200 

km northwest of 

Mombasa and 360 

km southeast of 

Nairobi; 

In Lesotho: 

Teyateyaneng town 

in Berea district, 

which is located 

about 40 km north 

of the capital, 

Maseru. 

 

All Rafiki Thabo projects are initiated and managed by committees made up of experienced members 

of these focus communities and personally known to the Trustees.  

Our values 

 Partnership – we are committed to alleviating poverty by working in partnership with local 

people at grassroots level who are personally known to the charity. We also aim to work in 

partnership with other organisations that share our vision and mission; 

 Empowering – we believe in empowering young people and adults to find ways to transform 

their families and communities. They are best placed to decide what their needs are and 

how these should be met. Our in-country committees are empowered to make decisions on 

our behalf, and we let our students choose their own path through their education; 
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 Working at the grass roots – we believe that effecting change on individuals’ lives can lead 

to lasting change not only for those individuals but also their families, communities, 

countries and, potentially, the world; 

 Being inclusive – we want to support anyone in need in our focus communities, regardless 

of their religion, gender, or political beliefs; and 

 Providing value for money – we aim to get as much of the money donated to us out to the 

communities we support as quickly and efficiently as possible. We are committed to 

retaining very low overheads and work through trusted voluntary committees in each 

country, ensuring that we can account for every penny donated to us. 

Our History 

The Rafiki Thabo Foundation’s roots lie in a gap-year agency called The Right Hand Trust. This 

organisation, under the auspices of the Anglican Church, sent young adults into host communities in 

various countries of rural Africa and the Caribbean for a period of eight months. During this time they 

were to become as immersed as possible into their local context, living, learning and sharing with their 

hosts. In a majority of cases, this involved being adopted into a community, given local names and 

establishing deep-rooted friendships with many return visits. Inevitably informal structures began to 

be established whereby the former gap-year individuals would arrange for certain school fees to be 

paid or certain families suffering severe financial difficulties to be assisted. Although small in scale, 

money was finding its way directly to those who needed it the most, often the very ones who had 

given so much by way of love and friendship to the individuals during their gap year. 

The Rafiki Thabo Foundation was established in 2006 and is the formalisation of these existing 

structures – for instance, four of the Trustees are former Right Hand Trust volunteers.  

Our People 

Rafiki Thabo currently has seven Trustees (all volunteers) who meet twice a year to steer the direction 

of the charity’s work. Our Trustees in 2016 were Jonathan Uglow (Chair), Paul Evans (Treasurer), 

Andrew Uglow (Secretary), Elizabeth Dunford, Susannah Carras, Benjamin Hitchens and Emma Raha. 

The Trustees appointed a Director, Janet Hayes, in January 2014 to support them in moving the charity 

to the next stage of its growth and development.  

Our in-country committee members are: 

Kenya      

Rev Gibson Mwanganyi (Chairman) 

Bishop Liverson Mng’onda  

Miriam Mng’onda  

Erasto Mghalu  

Rev. Criswel Mwachia  

George Wakio  

Uganda  

Rev Benon Byruhanga (Chairman)  

 

 

Edwin Babimpa 

Gad Turyahebwa,                                                                                                                 

Catherine Nuwagaba. 

Lesotho 

Thabelo Ramaqele (Chairman) 

Rev Father Sello Moshoeshoe  

Elelloang Nthimo  

Thabelo Nkoko 
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Contact us 

Website: www.rafiki-foundation.org.uk 

Email: trustees@rafiki-foundation.org.uk 

Telephone: +44 1608 659269 
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