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Introduction from Chair of Trustees 

On behalf of the trustees, staff and in-country volunteer committee 

members, it is a real honour to introduce the Rafiki Thabo Foundation’s 

Annual Report for 2018.  The stories, pictures, facts and figures contained 

within stand testament to the tremendous volume of work achieved, the 

shared vision, huge commitment and continued generosity of so many 

people – it is a chance to reflect, draw breath and express thanks.   

The work of Rafiki Thabo is very much a partnership on all levels; we UK 

based trustees and staff team partner with our in-country committees to 

provide close oversight and diligent stewardship of donated funds.  Together we partner with Rafiki 

Thabo Scholars and their families to enable access to education and address needs as we find them 

around education more generally, be that by supporting school meals or re-equipping an IT lab.   

The list of involvements is extensive, both in terms of fundraising and the projects and individuals 

supported.  Highlights of the year must include the Gala dinner, a glittering night which not only raised 

a substantial sum of money but also enabled us to reach a new audience with details of our exciting 

and vital work. During 2018 we also began an exciting relationship with ACACIA UK, another small UK 

charity working in education in East Africa – together we will be able to achieve so much.   However, 

sometimes the best things are those that on the face of it are the simplest things of all: in 2018, seven 

young women and eight young men in East Africa graduated from university.  These fifteen Rafiki 

Thabo scholars each achieved something last year that at one point in their lives must have seemed 

impossible – not because they were incapable or undeserving but simply because they were born into 

poverty.  Poverty limits opportunity, education provides wings to fly.  With your support, we are 

together changing lives for good – that surely must be anybody’s definition of a highlight. 

With sincere thanks for all your support, and my very best wishes 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

Jon Uglow, Chair of Trustees 
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2018 — our impact in numbers 

 

Scholars supported—of which 

at least 34 were orphans 

   

 

 

 

162 

Scholars 

graduated—of 

which 7 were 

women  

12,600 

Meals provided to students 

at a school in Uganda 

Children with disabilities at a school in 

Kenya were provided with equipment to 

enhance their learning.   

In 2018, Medard graduated from Mbarara University in 

Uganda with a Bachelor of Science with Education.  

‘Rafiki Thabo started paying my school fees from the 

start of secondary school and supported me right up until 

I graduated. I am now a Science Teacher, impacting the 

community, changing lives by teaching science. We as 

Ugandans, we love Rafiki Thabo Foundation. Thank you 

so much for your support.’ 

19 

15 
162 
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Supporting children with disabilities – A new partnership  
 

In 2018, Rafiki Thabo started working in partnership with another Oxfordshire-based small charity, 

ACACIA UK.  

 

ACACIA also operate in Kenya and share Rafiki Thabo's passion for 

empowering young people in Africa through education. Their vision 

is that every child in Africa enjoys a high quality education that 

embraces their differing abilities and their mission is to lift 

barriers to education for girls and boys in East Africa to enable 

them to reach their full potential.  

 

ACACIA's work has a specific focus on supporting children living with developmental disabilities so 

this is a wonderful opportunity for us to support more children living with disabilities – something 

which our Kenya committee told us in 2017 that they were keen to do. At the end of 2018, the 

trustees of both boards agreed to add an additional 22 children with disabilities onto our scholars 

programme.  

 

ACACIA also work through three Kenyan partners: the Autism Society of Kenya, Macheo Children's 

Centre and AIC Kadjiado, to deliver enhanced educational opportunities to the children with 

disabilities that they support.  

 

For more information about ACACIA please visit their website http://www.acaciauk.org/. 
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Rafiki Thabo “stepping up”!  

 
2018 was a milestone year for Rafiki Thabo as we embraced the planning and wonderfully successful 

execution of our Inaugural Gala Dinner. Our main objective for this event was to raise awareness and 

build relationships as an extension to our current supporter and partnerships base and put Rafiki 

Thabo on the map as a worthy and attractive new charity partner for corporates.  

 

The event was held in the splendour of Drapers’ Hall in the City of London and was attended by 

prominent individuals and business representatives. The positive feedback we have received about 

the event, our cause and our impact is overwhelming, as is the amazing amount of money raised on 

the night for through the generosity of our donors and guests: a staggering £57K – which is more 

than half our typical annual budget! It also proved to be a great networking opportunity for our 

guests, with many establishing new business contacts and friendships.  

 

The atmosphere of the evening was breath-

taking and it was truly heart-warming to see and 

feel how moved our guests were about the work 

we do and the impact we are having on 

disadvantaged young people in Africa. For a 

taster of the splendour, do take a look at this 

short film captured by our supporters at 

Thoroughvision: Rafiki Thabo Inaugural Gala 

Dinner. 

 
Mark Webber of Formula One fame being treated to  

mind-blowing table magic at the Drapers’ Hall Nov ‘18 

 

We are delighted to announce that we will host another Gala Dinner at Drapers’ Hall in 

November 2020 and will keep our supporters updated as plans progress so you can mark 

the date in your diaries!  
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Our programmes 

Rafiki Scholars Bursary Programme 

Our core programme is the Rafiki Scholars Bursary Programme. Working in partnership with our 

committees, we provide grants to promising students from disadvantaged backgrounds to enable 

them to continue their education at secondary, polytechnic and university levels where otherwise 

they would be unable to afford the fees. This is not child sponsorship – all students supported by Rafiki 

Thabo have already qualified for their further education by their own merits. We simply provide 

financial assistance to enable them to access the education they are qualified to have.  

The number of scholars we have supported has grown each year as shown in the chart below: 

 

By the end of December 2018, we had supported a total of 281 Rafiki Scholars to continue with their 

education.  

128 of those have now graduated and more than half of those who have completed our impact survey 

have secured paid employment in decent jobs, including Teachers, Accountants, office jobs in HR, 

Sales and Advertising. Some have started their own businesses.    

By providing these scholars with the means to get an 

education, we are giving them a better chance of 

finding paid work or starting their own business and 

thus enabling them to break the cycle of poverty in 

which they, and their families, are trapped.   

With an ever growing cohort of graduates, we are 

actively encouraging the development of Rafiki Alumni 

Networks – groups of Rafiki Scholars who want to ‘give 

something back’ to their communities as a result of 

being supported by Rafiki Thabo Foundation. In 2018, 

we continued to engage directly with our alumni 

scholars via Facebook, WhatsApp and a dedicated e-

newsletter for scholars and graduates. We also held 
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scholar get togethers in all three programme countries enabling 

more than 100 of our scholars and graduates to meet – and be 

inspired by - others in their ‘Rafiki family’. We are so excited to see 

these networks take off and become real ‘forces for good’ in their 

respective countries.  

In 2018, we continued to support children and young people to study 

at secondary school and/ or various higher education institutions, 

including universities, teacher training colleges and vocational 

training colleges. A breakdown of the educational level of those we 

supported in 2018 is shown below.  

In Lesotho, the government 

provides free higher 

education for all who qualify 

to continue with their studies. 

We are supporting one scholar 

at university in Lesotho as 

government support was no 

longer available to her. In 

2018, three of the children we 

were supporting through 

school in Lesotho continued 

on to higher education. 

 

Of those scholars who have completed our impact survey: 

 67% are the first person in their household to get higher education 

 75% live in a household where no one has a job 

 27% are the first person in their household to get a secondary education 

 84% are helping others as a result of being helped by Rafiki Thabo Foundation 

 

 

Jowan graduated in 2017 

and is now working as a 

Programmes Assistant for 

Uganda Data Network in 

Kampala.  
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Meet some of the scholars we supported in 2018 

  

Ruth is studying at Janan Luwum Memorial 

Secondary School in Uganda 

‘I have always excelled 

academically but my 

parents ran out of 

money to pay my 

fees….I was so grateful 

when Rafiki Thabo 

Foundation stepped 

in….. In future I want to 

be a teacher so I can 

help others.’  

Sospeter is studying a Diploma in 

Aeronautical Engineering at the East 

African School of Aviation in Kenya 

 

‘Life at college is moving on  

well since there are no  

struggles for fee payments 

and am in class at all times  

studying and working hard  

so that my dreams come  

true…. A big thank you to 

the Rafiki Thabo Foundation’ 

Celestine is studying towards a Bachelor of 

Education at Mount Kenya University 

 

 

Pontso is studying at St. Agnes High School, 

Lesotho 
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‘Eat Well to Learn’  

 ‘A meal at school acts as a magnet to get children into the classroom. Continuing to provide a daily 

meal to children as they grow helps keep them in school… They allow children to focus on their studies 

rather than their stomachs and boost their education by increasing school enrolment and attendance, 

decreasing drop-out rates, and improving cognitive abilities.’ (World Food Programme, 2015) 

We are also enhancing students’ ability to concentrate on 

studies, and getting them and keeping them in school, through 

the ‘Eat Well to Learn’ programme we support at Kamuganguzi 

Janan Luwum Memorial Secondary School in Uganda. We provide 

meals to 70 of the school’s most vulnerable students who would 

otherwise go hungry and as a result would be less able to 

concentrate during their lessons and learn effectively. The 

programme has also brought students back into school who had 

dropped out, has helped to keep students in school who may 

otherwise have dropped out and has helped to attract new 

students to the school. The Headmaster of the school told us: 

“I want to assure you that life has come again for these 

students. You cannot believe that even those who are 

HIV/AIDS victims can now laugh and play with others. 

You may not know the impact you have made in my 

school. You have wiped away my tears for these students 

also. When I heard the news about lunch fees, I walked 

house to house calling those who had left school because 

of hunger to come back and I am happy that they can 

now smile.” 

Some of the students we are feeding through the programme are HIV positive and 

are being provided with more nutritious meals than the other students. This in turn 

is helping them to stay well and active. In 2018, we provided 12,600 meals to the school.  

 

We are also working with the school management to 

find ways to make ‘Eat Well to Learn’ more sustainable. 

In 2016 we supported the school to establish a piggery. 

In 2018, the piggery produced its first piglets in 2018 

and the funds raised from their sale have enabled more 

disadvantaged children to receive free school meals. 

 

  

© Jane Baker 
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School infrastructure development 

Rafiki Thabo also supports the infrastructural development of selected schools in each of our focus 

communities. We work with the school management of those schools to identify key development 

needs and then fundraise to meet those needs. We strive to provide a better learning environment 

for the children at those schools. In particular, we work with: 

 ACK St. Bartholomew’s School in Kenya 

 Ha Fusi Secondary School in Lesotho 

 Kamuganguzi Janan Lewan Memorial Secondary School in Uganda 

Our links with ACK St. Bartholomew’s School began in 2012 when Kenya committee Programme 

Manager, Bishop Liverson Mng’onda, was the school’s Headmaster. These links were further 

strengthened through our merger with the Kazi Mingi Foundation (KMF) in 2015, a charity that 

fundraised for the construction of the school and has supported its ongoing development. The school 

provides much needed secondary education to around 150 boys, many of whom are from 

disadvantaged backgrounds, in the Voi area. 

In 2018, with support from the Friends of the 

Archbishop of Canterbury’s Fund, we re-

equipped the IT lab at ACK St. Bartholomew’s 

School with 25 high spec PCs and ensure the 

school is adequately networked. The school 

already had a secure IT lab but, during a visit in 

2016, our chair of trustees found out that of the 

24 PCs only 2 were still working and those were 

also approaching the end of their working life. 

Thanks to a generous pledge from a donor at our 

gala dinner, we were also able to provide funding 

for a printer at the school which is enabling them 

to offer IT as an examinable subject. This will help 

the school to attract new students which is key to it becoming financially sustainable.   

George Wakio, the IT Teacher and a member of our Kenya committee explains the impact the 

PCs are having on the school as follows: 

“One of the advantages of these computers is that the pupils will be able to do academic 

research, using the internet…. Secondly, some of the pupils come from backgrounds where 

they’re not introduced to computer technology at home so having these computers in school 

means they will be able to familiarise themselves with computers… so when they leave school 

they will be able to fit into society better. The computers will also help the teachers and staff to 

organise and manage their work and research the subjects they teach…. In future, we also intend 

to assist the community in acquiring IT skills.” 

Watch George explain more about the impact here. 

We also facilitated a visit in July 2018 to the school by a group of young people from Chipping 

Norton benefice. Together they raised funds to enable the continuing repair of the boys' 
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dormitory which had been gutted by fire in 2016. The school 

had made great progress with repairs but then funds ran out. 

We are grateful to these young people and their fellow church 

members for their generous support. 

In 2017 we were able to make the 

special needs classroom at Shigaro 

Primary School watertight. In 2018, 

we provided much needed 

equipment, such as beads, footballs, 

ribbons etc and mattresses and 

cupboards for the classroom. This 

equipment is helping them to have a 

more stimulating education and an 

improved learning environment The classroom has 19 children with a 

wide range of disabilities (including autism, downs syndrome, 

deafness and general learning difficulties) and a wide age range (5 to 

25 years old). The children are integrated into the main school but this 

usually takes 2-4 years. In the meantime, the children are taught a 

range of skills, including making bracelets, so that they are able to earn 

an income when they leave school.  

 

Our links with Ha Fusi Secondary School began in 2002 via trustee 

Andy Uglow. The community of Ha Fusi had already drawn up the 

plans for a much needed secondary school to enable pupils in this 

remote area to continue on from primary education. The 

community had bought the school site and fenced the compound 

but then funds ran short. We have contributed financially to the 

development of the school, including constructing toilet and kitchen 

facilities, paying teachers’ salaries until the government was able to 

do so, and facilitating and contributing to bringing an electricity 

supply to the school, through the generous support of the Southern 

Africa Church Development Trust (SACDT). Ha Fusi secondary school 

is now fully functional and self-sustaining. We continued to support 

the school in 2018 and discussed further infrastructure 

requirements with the school management. 

We have been working closely with Kamuganguzi Janan Luwum 

Memorial Secondary School in Uganda since 2011 and have been 

delighted to support ‘Eat Well to Learn’, the school meals 

programme at the school (see page 9) since 2012. The Headmaster 

of the school, Reverend Benon Byaruhanga, is also our Uganda 

committee chairman. We have undertaken some infrastructure 

projects at the school in the past few years, including the 

renovation of the girls’ dormitory and the establishment of a 

piggery. In 2018, St. Luke’s Church in Watford held an appeal for 

funds to complete two key projects at the school: the renovation of the boys’ dormitory and the 

completion of the dining hall. You can read more about those projects in our next annual report!  
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We are extremely grateful to the following for their support in 2018: 

Companies 

Blue Boar, Chipping Norton  

Delicacy Deli, Chipping Norton 

Express Kebab Pizza, Chipping Norton 

Floriology, North Aston  

Tickitty Shake, Chipping Norton 

The Old Mill Coffee House, Chipping Norton 

The Crown and Cushion, Chipping Norton 

 

Schools 

Cokethorpe School, Witney 

Oxford High School 

St. Pirans School, Maidenhead 

 

 

Churches 

All Saints Church, Churchill 

St. Andrew’s Church, Kingham 

St. Luke’s Church, Watford 

St. Giles’ Church, West Bridgford 

St. Mary’s Church, Chipping Norton 

 

Other organisations 

Friends of the Archbishop of Canterbury Fund 

Kingham Sculptures 

Mansfield Inner Wheel Club 

Otmoor Garden Society 

Carmela & Ronnie Pignatelli Foundation  

Chippy Lippy  

Churchill Events Committee 

Dunmore Trust 

Ecclesiastical Insurance 

 

Fundraisers 

Liz Doyle 

Elizabeth Dunford 

Alan Kennedy 

Bill Graham 

Jenny Taylor 

Heather Knight 

 

Gala dinner contributors 

iYatra Quartet 

Mark Webber 

Darwin Property Investment Management 

Perton Signs, London 

Carmela’s Kitchen, Northampton 

The Harrow at Little Bedwyn 

Alitex Greenhouse and Conservatories 

Nut Tree Inn, Murcott 

McBaile Exclusive 

Renault Sport F1 Team 

Roger Jones Consultancy 

Nicholsons, North Aston 

Matthew Clark 

British Airways i360, Brighton 

Charity Escapes 

Small Luxury Hotels of the World 

Pollocks Fish Chips & More, Somerton 

Grand Hotel San Michele, Italy 

Italian Hampers by Vorrei 

Les Caves de PyreneRed Letter Days 

WICKED the Musical, London 

Thoroughvision 

Verity Bartlett, itoast2you 

Ben Williams, Magical Memories 

Trav 'saXingh' Panesar 

Edward Rising 

Natalia Hussein 

Drapers’ Hall 

Threadneedles Hotel 

Apex City of London 

Apex London Wall Hotel 

 

We would also like to thank all those – too many to list here - who made 

regular donations, one-off donations, donated gifts in kind, volunteered for 

us, came to our gala dinner or supported our fundraisers in 2018. 
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Financial review        

During the year Rafiki Thabo Foundation received donations of £37,400. Of these donations £13,500 

was given by way of regular monthly standing order. Investment income of £38,800 was received and 

other charitable activities raised £95,600 so that the total income amounted to £171,800.  

 

In 2018, we made total payments of £85,700 to support scholars and schools in Africa: £41,100 in 

Kenya, £4,500 in Lesotho and £40,100 in Uganda. The below pie charts provide an approximate 

representation of the various income sources and the different programme areas on which funds were 

spent.  

 

Investments for the Designated Funds are held in charity funds managed by CCLA Management 

Limited. In 2018, we held amounts in Property and Equity Income funds and achieved an average 

dividend yield of 4.6%. At 31 December 2018, the Charity held a General Reserve of £75,700, the 

significant increase over 2017 arising from the successful London dinner. The policy of the Trustees 

is to hold a reserve of not less than £20,000 to allow for exchange rate fluctuations when making 

foreign payments, modest changes in donation levels and unexpected needs for student support 

during the year. The Trustees intend that this level of reserve will allow the Charity to extend the 

current number of students supported in 2019. The Trustees are also aware of the need to maintain 

sufficient cash balances to meet the significant school and college fee payments at the beginning of 

each term or semester. 
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RAFIKI THABO FOUNDATION 

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES 
for the year ended 31 December 2018 

        

   Unrestricted Designated Restricted    

   Funds Funds Funds    Total funds 

      2018 2017* 

  Notes £ £ £ £ £ 

Income from:       

        

 Donations and legacies 6(a) 37,382 0 0 37,382 41,857 

        

 Investments 6(b) 0 38,842 0 38,842 38,842 

        

 Other trading activities 6(c) 95,600 0 0 95,600 7,835 

        

Total income 132,982 38,842 0 171,824 88,534 

        

Expenditure on:       

        

 Support to students 7(a) 81,199 0 0 81,199 81,222 

        

 Support to schools 7(b) 4,480 0 0 4,480 8,529 

        

 Charitable activities 7(c) 22,703 0 0 22,703 15,285 

        

 Raising funds 7(d) 28,322 0 0 28,322 527 

        

Total expenditure 136,704 0 0 136,704 105,563 

        

Net gains/(losses) on investments 0 (133) 0 (133) 37,962 

        

Net income/(expenditure)  (3,722) 38,709 0 34,987 20,933 
 

  
     

Transfers between funds  38,842 (38,842) 0 0 0 

        

Net movement in funds           35,120  (133) 0         34,987          20,933  

             
Reconciliation of funds:       

Total funds brought forward  40,535 835,640 0 876,175 855,242 

        

Total funds carried 
forward 

 75,655 835,507 0 911,162 876,175 
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RAFIKI THABO FOUNDATION 

BALANCE SHEET 
at 31 December 2018 

        

   Unrestricted Designated Restricted    

   Funds Funds Funds     Total funds 

      2018 2017 

  Notes £ £ £ £ £ 

        

Fixed assets       

Investments 8(a) 0 835,507 0 835,507 835,640 

        

   
0 835,507 0 835,507 835,640 

        

Current assets       

 Stock 9 529 0 0 529 0 

        

Debtors 10 35,607 9,964 0 45,571 37,639 

        

Cash at Bank  44,538 0 4,000 48,538 14,249 

        

   
80,674 9,964 4,000 94,638 51,888 

        

Liabilities         

Liabilities falling due        

within one year 12 (5,019) (9,964) (4,000) (18,983) (11,353) 

        

Net current assets  
75,655 0 0 75,655 40,535 

        

        

   
75,655 835,507 0 911,162 876,175 

        

Funds  14      

Unrestricted  75,655 0 0 75,655 40,535 

        

Designated  0 835,507 0 835,507 835,640 

        

 Restricted  0 0 0 0 0 

        

   

75,655 835,507 0 911,162 876,175 

        

 

Our full set of accounts is available on the charity commission website at: 

http://beta.charitycommission.gov.uk/charity-details/?subid=0&regid=1118430 
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Background to the charity 

The Charity is constituted as an unincorporated association by way of a Trust Deed dated 24 February 

2007. New Trustees are appointed by a resolution of the existing Trustees in accordance with the Trust 

Deed. Major strategic decisions are taken by the Trustees but day to day management of the Charity 

is delegated to an Executive Committee, assisted by a self-employed Director, who is not a Trustee. 

The Trustees have complied with their duty to have regard to the guidance on public benefit published 

by the Charity Commissioners in exercising their powers or duties. The Trustees that served during the 

year are listed on page 1.  

Public benefit statement        

The Trustees have complied with their duty to have regard to the guidance on public benefit published 

by the Charity Commissioners in exercising their powers or duties.    

Statement of Trustees' Responsibilities   

The Trustees are responsible for preparing the Trustees' Report and the accounts in accordance with 

applicable law and United Kingdom Accounting Standards (United Kingdom Generally Accepted 

Accounting Practice).        

The law applicable to charities in England and Wales requires the Trustees to prepare accounts for 

each financial year which give a true and fair view of the state of affairs of the charity and of the 

incoming resources and application of resources of the charity for that year.    

In preparing the accounts the Trustees are required to:       

-select suitable accounting policies and then apply them consistently;     

-observe the methods and principles in the charities' SORP;      

-make judgements and estimates that are reasonable and prudent;     

-state whether applicable accounting standards have been followed, subject to any material 

departures  disclosed and explained in the accounts; and      

-prepare the accounts on the going concern basis unless it is inappropriate to presume that the charity 

will continue in operation.          

The Trustees are responsible for keeping sufficient accounting records that disclose with reasonable 

accuracy at any time the financial position of Rafiki Thabo and enable them to ensure that the accounts 

comply with the Charities Act 2011, the Charities (Accounts and Reports) Regulations 2008 and the 

provisions of the Trust Deed. They are also responsible for safeguarding the assets of Rafiki Thabo and 

hence for taking reasonable steps for the prevention and detection of fraud and other irregularities.

         

Aims and objectives         

The objects of the Charity are 1) to advance the education of the public, 2) to alleviate poverty and 

hardship, 3) to advance education, relieve poverty and to preserve and protect good health in Africa. 

The main strategic objective of the Charity is to provide financial assistance to students in secondary 

or higher education in Africa, currently in Kenya, Lesotho and Uganda. The students who are 
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supported would otherwise be unable to receive this level of education due to the financial hardship 

of their families, often caused by illness or bereavement. 

Our work 

Our mission is to support individuals and their communities in Africa through education. 

Our vision is that young people will be empowered through education to fulfil their potential and 

initiate positive change in their communities. 

The Rafiki Thabo Foundation is a UK-based charity which supports a variety of education projects in 

Kenya, Uganda and Lesotho. Our purpose is to improve the quality of life and increase the life 

opportunities for members of our link communities. These communities are:  

In Uganda: 

Kabale district in the 

south west, near the 

Rwandan border;  

In Kenya:  

Taita-Taveta county, 

which lies 

approximately 200 

km northwest of 

Mombasa and 360 

km southeast of 

Nairobi; 

In Lesotho: 

Teyateyaneng town 

in Berea district, 

which is located 

about 40 km north 

of the capital, 

Maseru. 

 

All Rafiki Thabo projects are initiated and managed by committees made up of experienced members 

of these focus communities and personally known to the Trustees.  

Our values 

 Partnership – we are committed to alleviating poverty by working in partnership with local 

people at grassroots level who are personally known to the charity. We also aim to work in 

partnership with other organisations that share our vision and mission; 

 Empowering – we believe in empowering young people and adults to find ways to transform 

their families and communities. They are best placed to decide what their needs are and 

how these should be met. Our in-country committees are empowered to make decisions on 

our behalf, and we let our students choose their own path through their education; 
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 Working at the grass roots – we believe that effecting change on individuals’ lives can lead 

to lasting change not only for those individuals but also their families, communities, 

countries and, potentially, the world; 

 Being inclusive – we want to support anyone in need in our focus communities, regardless 

of their religion, gender, or political beliefs; and 

 Providing value for money – we aim to get as much of the money donated to us out to the 

communities we support as quickly and efficiently as possible. We are committed to 

retaining very low overheads and work through trusted voluntary committees in each 

country, ensuring that we can account for every penny donated to us. 

Our History 

The Rafiki Thabo Foundation’s roots lie in a gap-year agency called The Right Hand Trust. This 

organisation, under the auspices of the Anglican Church, sent young adults into host communities in 

various countries of rural Africa and the Caribbean for a period of eight months. During this time they 

were to become as immersed as possible into their local context, living, learning and sharing with their 

hosts. In a majority of cases, this involved being adopted into a community, given local names and 

establishing deep-rooted friendships with many return visits. Inevitably informal structures began to 

be established whereby the former gap-year individuals would arrange for certain school fees to be 

paid or certain families suffering severe financial difficulties to be assisted. Although small in scale, 

money was finding its way directly to those who needed it the most, often the very ones who had 

given so much by way of love and friendship to the individuals during their gap year. 

The Rafiki Thabo Foundation was established in 2006 and is the formalisation of these existing 

structures – for instance, four of the Trustees are former Right Hand Trust volunteers.  

Our People 

Rafiki Thabo currently has seven Trustees (all volunteers) who meet twice a year to steer the direction 

of the charity’s work. Our Trustees in 2017 were Jonathan Uglow (Chair), Paul Evans (Treasurer), 

Andrew Uglow (Secretary), Elizabeth Dunford, Susannah Carras, Benjamin Hitchens and Emma Raha. 

Janet Hayes continued in her role as Director and she was joined by Janne Pilbeam in 2017 to drive 

the charity’s fundraising efforts forward.  

Our in-country committee members are: 

Kenya      

Rev Gibson Mwanganyi (Chairman) 

Bishop Liverson Mng’onda  

Miriam Mng’onda  

Erasto Mghalu  

Rev. Criswel Mwachia  

George Wakio  

Uganda  

Rev Benon Byruhanga (Chairman)  

 

 

Edwin Babimpa 

Gad Turyahebwa                                                                                                                

Lesotho 

Thabelo Ramaqele (Chairman) 

Rev Father Sello Moshoeshoe  

Elelloang Nthimo  

Thabelo Nkoko 
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Contact us 

Website: www.rafiki-foundation.org.uk 

Email: trustees@rafiki-foundation.org.uk 

Telephone: +44 1608 659269 

@RafikiThabo 

 


